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Letter from new ATS Chair Dr. Jason Lees

Dear ATS Friends and Faculty,
It seems like only yesterday we were gearing up for all the events of Education
Week, however now that it is behind us. I would like to recognize all of the 2019
awardees and new members in this newsletter. Last fall we had a very
successful Education Week with Dr. Gary Dunnington as our visiting professor.
Additionally we welcomed our first class of Associate Members in the ATS. We
want to target up and coming accomplished educators within the College of
Medicine to enhance the educational mission of the College. Our hope is that this
allows these members to grow within the ATS through networking with other
educators and contributing to its offerings as well.
Additionally around the corner, our education research grant submission date is
coming up. Our goal being to foster and support educational scholarship within
the College of Medicine. Included in this newsletter are instructions on how to
apply for this grant funding.
All of the ATS workshops, lectures, and presentations offered throughout the
year are given by members of the ATS. Their time and effort is critical to the
function of the ATS. I would like to share my appreciation for all their dedication.
With the many challenges occurring on this campus and academic medicine
across the country, I feel it is imperative to have organizations such as the ATS
continue to recognize, enhance, and support the educational mission of academic
medical schools. If there are ways that we can improve upon our efforts and
activities please let us know.
Jason Lees, MD, Chair, Academy of Teaching Scholars

Dewayne Andrews, MD Excellence in Teaching Awardees
&
Health Education Research Education Grant Awardees

Preclinical Awards
Sanjay Bidichandani, MBBS, PhD
Nancy Halliday, PhD
Jason Wagner, MD
Lori Whelan, MD

Clinical Awards
Christopher Czapla, MD
Cynthia Bradford, MD
Houssein Youness, MD
John Laurent, MD

GME Awards
Tammy Yanovitch, MD
Vijaya Ekambaram, MD
Nelson Agudelo, MD
Emily Fritz, MD

PA Faculty Awards
Bruna Varalli-Claypool,
MHS, PA-C
Vishal Mundra, MD

Grant Awardees

Latasha Craig, MD
Curtis Knoles, MD
Shauna Lawlis, MD
Frederick Miller, MS, PhD

Mark Perdue, MHS, PA-C
Bruna Varalli-Claypool
MHS, PA-C

New Members of the Academy of
Teaching Scholars
Call for New Trainee Memberships!

Faculty Members
Megan Peters, PT, DSc, PCS
Jameca Price, MD, MPH, MCR
Alexander Raines, MD
Bruna Varalli-Claypool,
MHS, PA-C
Associate Members
Amanda Celii, MD
Stephen Clayton, Jr., MD
Kelly Curran, MD, MA
Trainee Members
Elizabeth Douville, MD
Alessandra Landmann, MD

Alisa Cross, MD
David Kelley, MD
Jo Elle Peterson, MD
Kathryn Klump, MD, PhD

Jeremy Johnson, MD
Amy Lee, MD
Aneesh Pakala, MD

Paul McGaha II, MD

Academy of Teaching Scholars Website

Hot off the Press: Publications
from ATS Members

Halliday N, Chung H.M. 2019. Board Review Series (BRS) Gross Anatomy (9th ed.). Baltimore MD:
Wolters Kluwer/Lippincott Williams & Wilkins.
Halliday N, Moon M, O’Donoghue D, Thompson B, and Crow S. Transformation and Closure for
Anatomical Donor Families that Meet the Medical Students. Anatomical Sciences Education.
2019. 12: 399-406.
Hill M, Peters M, Salvaggio M, Vinnedge J, Darden A. Implementation and evaluation of a selfdirected learning activity for first-year medical students. Medical Education Online. 2020. 25
(1):1717-1780.
Hoskison K, Beasley BW. A Conversation About the Role of Humiliation in Teaching: The Ugly,
the Bad, and the Good. Acad Med. 2019. Aug;94(8):1078-1080.
Shafer KM, Hira RS, Sinha SS, Pfeiffer M, Abudayyeh I, Feldman DN, Leung S, Damp J,
Gopinathannair R,Valente AM, Sivaram CA, Freeman AM. J Am Coll Cardiol. Academic
Advancement in the Current Era: Integrating and Empowering Clinician Educators. 2019. Feb
12;73(5):620-623.
Peters M, Felty W, Kinney S, Hudson M, Fisher M, and Wolraich M. Effective Educational
Approaches to Forging Family-Professional Partnerships. Inclusion: December 2019. Vol. 7, No. 4,
pp. 244-253.

Spotlight on New ATS Recognition and
Awards Committee Co-Chair
Frederick C. Miller, PhD
Associate Professor and Basic Science Researcher
Microbiology/Immunology

Please tell us about your experience in academics, e.g. a brief
narrative of your professional experience. 21 years as a faculty
member at Oklahoma Christian University, 5 years Associate Professor
OU College of Medicine, Basic science researchermicrobiology/immunology- pathogenesis of gram(+) infections
Why did you decide to join ATS?
I attended boot camp and several other activities and found the
activities to be very helpful in my development. Also, many faculty I
look up to are members and I wanted to be a part of helping improve
teaching in the college as well as increase medical education
research opportunities.
Why did you volunteer to be Co-Chair of ATS Committee?
Because so many faculty and ATS members have been a big part of
my development, I wanted to be of service to the college and ATS. I
picked Recognition and Awards committee because I feel it is
important to recognize those who teach well.
As Co-Chair what is your vision/expectations for this committee?
To recognize outstanding (especially young) educators in the college
and to promote medical education research.
Please tell us something more about yourself such as hobbies, travel,
or favorite book. I am an Avid tennis player, and love to fly fish.

Spotlight on New ATS Recognition and
Awards Committee Co-Chair
Aneesh V. Pakala, M.D.
Assistant Professor, Cardiovascular disease section.
Associate Program Director, Internal Medicine residency program
Department of Medicine

Please tell us about your experience in academics, e.g. a brief
narrative of your professional experience. Assistant professor in the
Section of Cardiovascular disease in the Department of Medicine.
Associate program director for the Medicine residency program for 3
years and currently the Associate program directory for Cardiology
fellowship. Medical Director of the OU Heart Valve program. Wellness
director for the medicine residency program.
Why did you decide to join ATS?
To learn from the experts on how to educate mature scholars.
How do you think we can increase interest and participation in ATS?
Improving awareness of the ATS among early career faculty.
Why did you volunteer to be Co-Chair of ATS Committee?
To get the opportunity to learn from and work alongside Drs. Darden,
Hill, and Lees.
As Co-Chair what is your vision/expectations for this committee?
Highlighting the achievements of effective teachers within the
College of Medicine in an effort to encourage others to do the same.
Please tell us something more about yourself such as hobbies, travel,
or favorite book. My focus is personal wellness through practical
applications of Greco-Romanian philosophy.

Spotlight on New ATS Mentoring Committee Co-Chair
Dee H. Wu, Ph.D
Chief, Technology Applications & Translational Research
Associate Professor
Department of Radiological Sciences
Please tell us about your experience in academics, e.g. a brief narrative of your professional experience.
I teach and mentor radiology residents as well as fellows in the departments of hematology oncology, urogyn,
emergency medicine, and neonatology, Additionally I have provided mentorship, instruction, and programmatic
development on a variety of educational levels, including high school, undergraduate, and graduate students, as
well as technologists, and physician. I have presented and ran workshop at IAMSE. I am interested in working with
both basic scientists (teaching and research faculty) and clinicians with a specific effort to improve translation. I
am a specialist in imaging and informatics in my work
How do you think we can increase interest and participation in ATS?
I am a big believer with meeting the learner where they are. This is particularly true for clinicians who may be very
interests , but have significant OR duties and/or are physicians who can't break away from their clinics. We have to
also continue to identify physicians that have the largest interest in teaching and education. We have to get to
know the members on the mentoring committee and try to potentiate/motivate greater interest in participation.
Why did you volunteer to be Co-Chair of ATS Committee?
Its an honor and opportunity to influence and possibly improve our committees. I was hurrying down the hospital
corridor on the way between my neurosurgery meeting to my pediatric cardiology group meeting and saw Ed
Kosik. Not only is Ed, a fantastic clinician and speaker. Ed exudes/expresses the passions and art of an educator. I
thought then, wouldn’t he be great to work with him. I think we are already an excellent team and will be able to
engage more clinical members to the ATS community. I believe Ed and I will be a very good and complementary
team. I also have led inter professional collaborations groups on campus and have experience with the complexity
and the strong need for collaborative opportunities.
Why did you decide to join ATS?
The membership of the ATS included a number of members who are colleagues who I enjoy working together
with. I also believe in the importance of medical education and want to contribute to the advances in education
at OU.
Please tell us something more about yourself such as hobbies, travel, or favorite book. I like to read literature (last
one I read was Doll’s House-Ibsen), but also some modern books. I’d recommend An Odyssey: A Father, a Son, and
an Epic

by Daniel Mendelsohn is excellent. I also reading a lot of molecular biology for self-study. I plan to start

reading more on pathology as well. Radiology interfaces with most every sub-specialty, we get better by
understanding our ‘referrings’, which can lead to better translation.

Spotlight on New Mentoring Committee Co-Chair
Edward Kosik, D.O.
Associate Professor
John H. Saxon III, M.D. Professorship of Anesthesiology
Medical Director of Anesthesiology Simulation
Department of Anesthesiology
Please tell us about your experience in academics, e.g. a brief narrative of your professional experience.
I came to OU in June of 2010 to build OU’s Anesthesiology Simulation Program. Paying close attention to the
intricacies of teaching mirrors what I learned in my previous career as an art potter. I realize that my duty as a
teacher is to mold my learners like clay, but at the same time, adapt and respect the different qualities each
learner brings. In addition, each learner encounter has the possibility to teach me while I am teaching residents or
medical students. My motivation for teaching stems from all the positive experiences that I had with my own
mentors and physicians, they are the true masters. Similar to a potter who fires a piece to vitrify, they have instilled
the flame that fortifies my motivation for teaching. I want to emulate them by passing on knowledge that was
gracefully shared to me. I have had a multitude of experiences in education/simulation that have made enormous
impressions. One of the most memorable is helping to create an anesthesiology simulation workshop for a plenary
session at the 2008 World Congress of Anesthesiologists that took place in Capetown while I was a resident. It
opened my eyes to the hard work and creativity that simulation and education involves. This experience taught me
that many hours of preparation are required for every hour of lecture time or simulation session. I enhance my
learning by attending and at times lecturing at several well-known national and international Meetings that
focused on education. Some of these include the Society for Education in Anesthesia, International Meeting for
Simulation in Healthcare, the ASA Simulation Education Network and American Osteopathic College of
Anesthesiologists.
Why did you decide to join ATS?
ATS activities epitomize what I ideally want to do with education. ATS has always put out great programs for
faculty development. I wanted to be a part of that.
How do you think we can increase interest and participation in ATS?
I think constantly reminding educators on campus that ATS exists. Marketing and branding what we offer and
letting faculty know that ATS is an amiable group looking to make our institution the best that we can be.
Why did you volunteer to be Co-Chair of ATS Committee?
I felt that I could represent many of my fellow physician educators and perhaps increase participation while paying
close attention to our time constraints and challenges. I share a lot of similar ideas with Dee Wu who is a co-chair.
As Co-Chair what is your vision/expectations for this committee?
To help advance the mentoring program along with getting more participation with the PAL program. Dee and I
want to instill wellness as one of the pillars of the committee.
Please tell us something more about yourself such as hobbies, travel, or favorite book.
I make pottery in my free time. Although time is scarce, I find ways to sneak a little time here and there in creating
porcelain works. My mom is Okinawan and I have been to Okinawa several times. Last December I was able to fire a
wood kiln that was built by the late Kinjo Jiro (A Japanese National Living Treasure). I fired the kiln with his great
niece, Kanako Fujioka. I love Okinawa's history, culture and food. My favorite book constantly changes and I like
self-improvement books the best. My most recent favorite books are Why We Sleep by Matthew Walker, PhD and
The End of Heart Disease by Joel Fuhrman, M.D.

Spotlight on New Membership Committee Co-Chair
Bruna Varalli-Claypool, MHS, PA-C
Associate Professor
Physician Associate Program

Why did you decide to join ATS?
I decided to join ATS after working with several campus faculty members of the
Health Education Research Organization (HERO). The majority of these working
researchers convinced me that I could be involved in research...and that I had
something to contribute to the working group. With my confidence as an
educator increased by this working group the next step seemed much clearer.
Apply to the Academy of Teaching Scholars... the most they can do is say no.
How do you think we can increase interest and participation in ATS?
Social event during the year with the target audience being non-members in The
College. Dessert & Coffee and would be glad to host in the PA Program offices. I
would like to also target non-MD/Phd/EdD faculty. Now that I am a member and
not a "doctor" I'd like to get more faculty like myself involved in the Academy.
Why did you volunteer to be Co-Chair of ATS Committee?
I took the Academy Director's words literally. New members should plan to CoChair a committee.
As Co-Chair what is your vision/expectations for this committee?
1) Increase membership...especially the non "doctor" faculty. by adding at least 5
new members in 2020. 2) Continue the past event which allowed interested
faculty members some one on one time with current members to work on
Academy applications. I found this event to be very helpful.
Please tell us something more about yourself such as hobbies, travel, or favorite
book.
I'm a very proud "cheese head" from way back!!! I collect Santa Claus' and keep
them displayed in my home year round. My husband and I raise registered
longhorns on our farm in Tuttle.

7th Annual COM Education Week
from October 14th - 16th, 2020
We are pleased to welcome Dr. Whelan for the COM
Education Week

Alison J. Whelan, MD, leads AAMC initiatives to
transform the current models of education and
workforce preparation across the full
continuum of medical education. She also
directs AAMC efforts that support medical
education officers, regional campuses,
education researchers, students, and residents.
Prior to joining the association in 2016, Dr. Whelan had been a
member of the faculty at Washington University School of Medicine
since 1994. In 1997, she was appointed associate dean for medical
student education and in 2009 was appointed senior associate dean
for education. During her tenure, Dr. Whelan coordinated the
creation of the Practice of Medicine curriculum, led the planning for
the school’s new education building, and the creation of the Center
for Interprofessional Education.
Dr. Whelan received her bachelor’s degree from Carleton College in
1981. She earned her medical degree from Washington University in
1986 and completed her postgraduate work and residency at the
former Barnes Hospital, now Barnes-Jewish Hospital.

